


Take a drive to see where schoolhouses once stood. Our map
provides a guide to historic school sites in the Beiseker area.

 
 
Besides educating a burgeoning population, schools
provided a facility for churches, sports, dances and
Christmas concerts. They were hubs for their communities,
and often the only facility in a district that had hope of
holding all its members at one time. The schoolhouses
became symbols of community, because they were often the
primary places where community was experienced.
 

Early Canada encouraged and was served well by growing settler
populations spread across the vast landscape, but the fledgling
country couldn’t afford services for its hardy new people. Local
infrastructure was not only needed by settlers, but also helped
entrench claims against the interests of southern neighbors and
the original Indigenous inhabitants. In the Canadian west, the
burden of building towns fell directly on the new residents.
 
 
 

 
Newcomers and their neighbors banded together to provide
services such as education for their children. They levied fees from
parents, or worked in lieu of payments, building one-room
schoolhouses and barns for the student’s horses. 
 
Schools were located about five miles apart, a distance deemed suitable to walk or ride a horse. Harsh
Alberta winters sometimes made that distance nearly unbearable. Students riding in buggies would
use bison robes and hides, stove warmed rocks, as well as their winter clothes to keep warm. The
horses generally stayed on a road so sometimes the driver would take cover under blankets too.
 

One room school houses were the cornerstone of rural
Canada from the 1800s to the 1960s.

 
The spirit and initiative of communities who built and maintained
the schools, and teachers and principals who taught in isolation are
worthy of thanks and are reflected on a cairn located in front of the
Beiseker Station Museum.
 

 
 
The introduction of bus transportation marked the demise
of the small rural school. With more students (and more
fees) school boards were able to build larger facilities.
Amalgamation was also considered more cost effective.
This move marked a shift of the burden of education from
families to the state, and changed the fabric of small
western rural towns forever.

 
 
Between 2017 and 2018 the Beiseker station museum society placed metal markers to indicate where
the old schools were located. This was undertaken in part to celebrate the centennial of the Beiseker
School as well as contributing to the lasting legacy of the old schools that came before it. This map
provides a guide for anyone who wishes to visit the original locations.
 

“The school board supplied treats for all the
children, and these were sometimes the only treats

the children would receive at Christmas”

Sports day at Silbernagel school, built in 1910

Sports day at Silbernagel school, built in 1910

Silbernagel teacherage was beside the school until 1948

Paddy Springs school children in April 1924


